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6. EXT7ITAXALZY +

An Anthropological Study of Smoking and Social Change

in Enga Province, New Guinea Highlands

Hiroki FUKAGAWA?7

This paper examines the social meaning of smoking practices and its
change in the Enga Province, New Guinea Highlands. The method of study is
the field work in a village on January, 2015. Tobacco was traditionally
important tool to construct social relationships inside/ outside clans. In
addition, gift of tobacco to exchange partners of the ritualized gift exchange
called tee was the way to get the fame for the men to be leaders.

But smoking practices has dramatically change its role in the social
transformation during colonial period and after the independence of Papua
New Guinea. Factory-made cigarette was gradually getting popular. Because
factory-made cigarette was brought to villages by Australian colonial rulers
and missionaries, it was regard as a part of “whitemen’s custom”. Cigarette
became the prestigious goods in the context of colonization.

Smoking practices are embedded in their social environment and historical
consciousness in Enga Province. Its meaning i1s constantly changing

according to dynamic social transformation.

7 Kyoto University
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