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9 EXF7IFIRLIYF
Challenges for Sustainable Local Resource Management of Japanese Tea
Farming — A Case Study of Yamato-Cha

YAMAMOTO, Yoshika (St. Agnes’, Heianjogakuin University)

SHIMIZU, Natsuki (Kyoto University)

Yamato-Cha is a Japanese tea produced mainly in the Yamato highlands in the
northeast of Nara prefecture. This paper examines the risks involved in
creating and maintaining sustainable local resource management for
Yamato-Cha farming. Questionnaire and interview surveys were conducted
with various stakeholders. The findings are as follows: 1) Over the last decade,
declining tea prices have threatened farmers’ sustainable livelihoods. 2) Tea
farmers are trying new business models to avoid damage to their livelihoods by
tea-price volatility. 3) Average consumers have an image of Yamato-Cha as
casual and friendly, not as expensive and suitable as gifts. 4) There is a serious
decline in traditional tea culture, even in the Yamato-Cha production area. We
recognize the need to preserve the cultural background of sustainable tea
consumption. As a result, the approach towards a sustainable local resource
management strategy needs to be from a cultural as well as commodity

perspective.
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