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7. EXTITRALSY b
Research on Motoori Norinaga’s Omoigusa
Koji TANAKA
(Faculty of letters , Kogakkan University )

This study on Omoigusa presents the results of an investigation of extant sources, and through textual
criticism and revisions of the content, it aims to provide annotations to the text. First, the results of an
investigation of each version has shown that, as a rule, manuscripts carried the title of Obanagamoto and
printed versions were titled as Omoigusa. Second, the content of the original text has been found to have
been best retained in the manuscript versions, and this essay has concluded that it is therefore appropriate
to treat the Obanagamoto text held at Kogakkan University in the Horiuchi Collection as a source text.
Third, the process of annotating this text has revealed that Norinaga had already acquired in his 20s most
of his skill with written Japanese expressions from purely Japanese passages, and this paper establishes
that he was able to freely use this skill to compose various kinds of sentences. In describing scenes or
depicting emotion, he drew on the literary classics such as the Kokin wakashu [Collected poems of ancient
and contemporary times] or the Genji monogatari [Tale of Genji], and while the text was written in the
classical style of elegant ancient Japanese literature, when depicting the tobacco itself, he described it using

colloquial expressions from the early modern period.



