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The Smoking Culture of Post-War Japan in the Depictions of Smoking

in Yasujiro Ozu’s Films
Kensuke MASAKIYO
(Hitotsubashi University)

The purpose of this study is to shed new light on the smoking culture of post-war Japan
by analysing the depictions of smoking in Yasujiro Ozu’s post-war films, which were made
from the end of World War II through the early 1960s.

The first section of the study analyses the smoking scenes and the use of various
forms of tobacco (cigarettes, pipes, and “kiseru” pipes) and the characters’ taste for
tobacco, especially as depicted in conversations. This section found that there was a close
connection between tobacco use and the characters’ attributes, that is, their place of
residence, age, occupation and social class.

The next section focuses on scenes featuring smoking by the female characters in
Ozu’s films and examines the relationship between women and tobacco by checking the
smoking depictions of these female characters against historical records, such as
newspapers, magazines and advertising posters. This section reveals that, although
women’s smoking had sexual implications at the time, many women, especially younger
women who were not sex workers, did smoke on a daily basis. Ozu’s images of female
smokers who were not depicted in a sexual way are significant visual material for learning

about the relationship between Japanese people and tobacco.



