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7. EXT TRk
An Accounting-Historical Study of Coffee Culture in the Netherlands

-Why were coffee chosen? -

Takehisa HASHIMOTO (Kyoto Sangyo University)

The purpose of this study is to empirically clarify the scale of the Dutch East India
Company's trade in luxury goods and its impact on the society and economy of the time through
a close examination of primary historical accounting documents.

Therefore, this study will be conducted in the following order.

(1) Collection of previous research results (papers, etc.) in peripheral fields such as cultural
history and trade history.

(2) Creation of a database of all previous studies on coffee and examination of its contents.
(3) Collection of additional materials necessary to conduct the research.

(4) Review of the research topic based on the additional materials.

(5) Prepare a report on the results of the study and present the conclusions and future prospects
of the study.

In conclusion, it can be pointed out that the commodities handled by the Dutch East
India Company shifted from luxuries to daily necessities, such as coffee from pepper, and
furthermore that coffee shifted from a luxury item to daily consumables due to the sharp decline
in coffee prices in the late 18th century.

In addition, this study shows that the commodity accounts in bookkeeping shifted
from luxuries such as pepper to luxury goods such as coffee, and coffee finally became a

representative commodity in 18th-century bookkeeping.



