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The purpose of this study is to elucidate how RTD(Ready-to-Drink beverages) and by extension,
“strong” RTD have historically stimulated public desires by examining discourses surrounding
their sales and consumption since the 1980s in Japan. In today’ s alcoholic beverage market,
“strong” RTD have gained popularity despite raising certain concerns. Previous studies on RTD
have primarily focused on their contemporary use. In contrast, this study hypothesizes that
contemporary desires for “strong” RTDs are rooted in historical developments. It analyzes
discourses related to their marketing and development (e.g., advertising) as well as consumption.
The analysis revealed that since the emergence of the RTD beverage category in the 1980s, chu-hi
(shochu highball) gained popularity by presenting fashionability, health-consciousness, and
convenience as aspects of its “ease of drinking.” In discourse related to consumption, it was
suggested that strong RTD beverages are discussed in terms of high alcohol content and

intoxicating and purchase at convenience stores after work.
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