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7. EXT7ITIRLSY +
Comparative Ethnographical Study about Changes in the Method of Fermented Mare’s
Milk Production in Inner Mongolia, China

OZAKI Takahiro
(Faculty of Law, Economics and Humanities, Kagoshima University)

This study aimed to make clear that uniqueness in production method of fermented
mare’s milk in Inner Mongolia dates back to the past. For this purpose, the author
analyzed documents which Japanese researchers wrote about production method of it
in Inner Mongolia from 1930s t01940s, as well as carried field research to clarify
cultural factors to keep the uniqueness and today’s situation of technological change.

Even in 1930s and 1940s, it was produced in only limited places in Inner Mongolia.
The main producers were lords and temples which owned large number of livestock.
They tended to produce fermented mare’s milk at official rituals. Such a special
unevenness might be caused by differences of folk culture, although this study was not
able to detect the dominant cause, among opportunity of production and folk culture.

Compared with Outer Mongolia, uniqueness of Abaga and Abahanar region (central
Inner Mongolia) can be found in vessels for production, starter (yeast), and method of
milking mares.

However, the unique production method is about to vanish today, not because of
efficiency or taste, but because of pastoral laborers from Outer Mongolia who conduct
Khalkha-style method.

On the other hand, people who are producing fermented mare’s milk in Inner
Mongolia are characteristic in that their close relatives including themselves have skill
to produce it, or at least they have memories of it. In this sense, producing fermented
mare’s milk is an issue closely relating to their sense of history in Inner Mongolia.
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